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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the 

 Inkster Library Board 

Thursday, May 17, 2012 

 

 
Library Board meeting was held in the Conference Room of the Leanna Hicks Public Library 

located on 2005 Inkster Road, Inkster, Michigan 48141. 

 

Call to Order: Chairperson Michael Wells called the meeting to order at 4:04 p.m. 

 

Roll Call: Present were Board members Dorothy Gardner (Vice-President), LaDon Gibbs 

(Trustee), Sandra Markwart (Treasurer), Dosye Thompson (Secretary), and Michael Wells 

(President).  Paulette Dye (Trustee) was excused.  Also present was James Lenze (Library 

Director).   

 

Approval of agenda:  The words “adopt by resolution” were removed under public hearing 

regarding the Library’s budget since it cannot be adopted due to one of the local newspapers not 

publishing the public hearing notice.  D. Gardner moved to approve the agenda as amended for 

today’s meeting; it was supported by D. Thompson, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Presentations:  John Fleming of Fleming Financial Services briefly introduced himself and 

stated that if the Library or the Board had any questions or concerns to contact him. 

 

Arthur Judson of the Goss Group could not be present for today’s meeting. 

 

Public Comments:  Liz Wuan (Teen Librarian with the Westland Public Library) spoke about 

the benefits and importance of having a teen advisory board. 

 

Sandra Watley wanted to know how library programs are selected; why a bus was not provided 

to take residents to the University of Michigan for a program; and she wanted clarification on the 

issues the Library and the Board had with the McDonald’s program and how those issues can be 

resolved. 

 

Fred Hill (Risk Manager for the City of Inkster) said he’s interested in the kids and he talked 

about the importance of reading and education.  He stated that his wife is also concerned about 

literacy and they support the McDonald’s program. 

 

Public hearing:  S. Markwart moved to open the public hearing on the 2012 – 2013 fiscal year 

Library budget; it was supported by D. Gardner, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Sandra Watley and Reverend George Williams both had concerns about the Board making cuts 

to the budget specifically to the Library’s operating hours and other services and both inquired 

about the Board’s plans for a new library building.  Sandra Watley suggested alternatives to a 

new building such as refurbishing an existing building within the City. 
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Betty Horne asked about the Inkster Library separating from the Wayne County Library system a 

couple of years ago.  She also inquired about plans for a new building. 

 

S. Markwart moved to close the public hearing; it was supported by L. Gibbs, and the motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

S. Markwart moved to have J. Lenze get quotes for lawn care, snow removal, and janitorial 

services; it was supported by D. Gardner, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

S. Markwart moved to approve the proposed Inkster Public Library 2012 – 2013 fiscal year 

budget (Exhibit B) as amended including the levy of 2 mills under the General Appropriations 

Act to present at another public hearing scheduled for Thursday, May 31, 2012, at 4 p.m. at the 

Inkster Library; it was supported by D. Thompson, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Consent Agenda:   

 

1. Approval of the April 19, 2012 regular meeting minutes   

2. Approval of the May 1, 2012 special meeting minutes 

L. Gibbs requested that the minutes to the April 19, 2012, meeting be removed from consent 

agenda.  It was placed as the last item under New Business.  After removing this item D. 

Thompson moved to approve consent agenda as amended; it was supported by S. Markwart, and 

the motion passed unanimously.   

 

Treasurer’s Report:  S. Markwart submitted the following reports for the month of April: 

Treasurer’s Report dated May 17, 2012; the Revenue and Expenditure Report dated May 12, 

2012; and the Charter One Bank statements. 

 

Director’s Report:  J. Lenze submitted his report for April 2012.   

 

Committee Reports:  None 

 

Unfinished Business:  At the last regular meeting S. Marwart moved to have the Library 

participate in the McDonald’s Books and Backpacks program; it was supported by L. Gibbs but 

after further discussion, L. Gibbs moved to table this item; it was supported by D. Gardner and 

the motion to table passed unanimously. 

 

D. Gardner moved to remove from the table the approval of the Library’s participation in the 

McDonald’s Books and Backpacks program; it was supported by L. Gibbs, and the motion 

passed unanimously.  After further discussion, the Board by a 3 – 2 vote approved the Library’s 

participation in the McDonald’s Books and Backpacks program.  The aye votes were D. 

Gardner, L. Gibbs, and D. Thompson and the nay votes were S. Markwart and M. Wells. 
 

New Business:  
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Item #1 – D. Thompson moved to approve the Traveler’s Insurance Policy in the amount of $950 

per year for 3 years; it was supported by S. Markwart, and the motion passed by a 4 – 0 vote (D. 

Gardner had to leave the meeting early). 

 

Item #2 – S. Markwart moved to approve the use of the Library’s logo on five laptop cases for 

the Library’s laptop computers at an estimated cost of $140; it was supported by D. Thompson, 

and the motion passed unanimously (4 – 0). 

 

Item #3 – L. Gibbs moved to charge a $1 fee for Visitor Passes for public computer use in the 

Library in keeping with the Computer Use Policy, beginning July 1, 2012; it was supported by S. 

Markwart, and the motion passed unanimously (4 – 0). 

 

Item #4 – D. Thompson moved to approve the use of the new Library’s website address and the 

new email addresses for members of the staff and the Board; it was supported by L. Gibbs, and 

the motion passed unanimously (4 – 0). 

 

Item #5 – S. Markwart moved to approve the payment of administrative fees to the City of 

Inkster in an amount not to exceed $10,000.00 and this will be the final payment by the Library 

for administrative fees beyond this point; it was supported by D. Thompson, and the motion 

passed unanimously (4 – 0). 

 
Item #6 – S. Markwart moved to go into closed session to discuss the purchase/lease of real 

property; it was supported by D. Thompson and by a 4 – 0 roll call vote, the Board went into 

closed session at 6:50 p.m. 
 

The Board returned to open session at 7:10 p.m.  D. Gardner returned to the meeting and she 

moved to instruct J. Lenze to proceed as discussed in closed session; it was supported by D. 

Thompson, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Item #6a – S. Markwart moved and L. Gibbs supported allowing the payment of no more than 

$22,147.03 to the City of Inkster to purchase all of the contents of the Inkster Public Library, as 

shown on the Work Sheet for Depreciated Value, Leanna Hicks Library Inventory – April 6, 

2011, and Library Inventory Current Estimated Worth 2012.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Item #7 – By general consent the Board will review the April 19, 2012, minutes at the next 

regular meeting to discuss any recommendations proposed by L. Gibbs. 

 

Board Communications:   
S. Markwart raised concerns about leaving some of the Library’s money with the City instead of 

transferring it to the Library’s bank accounts.  She asked J. Lenze to find out how much money is 

still left with the City and she suggested having the remaining amount transferred to the 

Library’s bank accounts.  She briefly discussed the Association of Library Trustees, Advocates, 

Friends and Foundations (ALTAFF) packet that she handed out to members of the Board. 

 

L. Gibbs asked for an update on the patron that had issues with being charged for printing out 

excessive amount of paper.  She briefly discussed the public comment/suggestion cards and felt 
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that time should be set aside during the meeting to review them.  She requested that J. Lenze 

order the book Fifty Shades of Grey along with the audio version of the book.  She apologized to 

J. Lenze and the Board on her behavior and conduct during April’s regular meeting.  She said 

she will work hard with the Library to ensure that the McDonald’s program is a success. 

 

D. Gardner felt that some of the meetings were running too long and stated that the meetings 

need to be run more efficiently to get through the items on the agenda. 

 

The next regular Board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 21, 2012, at 4 p.m.  

 

Adjournment: There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by S. 

Markwart and supported by L. Gibbs; and by unanimous vote the meeting was adjourned at 7:36 

p.m.  

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by 

 

 

Dosye Thompson, Secretary 

Michael Wells, President 

 


